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ECCLES. vii. 16. 


Be not righteous over-much, neither make thy- 


felf over-wiſe : Why ſhouldſt thou deſtroy 


thyſelf * 
N People are living in a Courſe of Sin, 
living after the Faſhion and Manner 
of the World, there is no Notice taken of 
them ; neither are their Ways diſpleaſing to 
their Companions and carnal Relations: But 
if they ſet their Faces Zion- ward, and begin 
to feel the Power of God upon their Hearts, 
then they are ſurrounded with Temptations 
from their Friends, who are acting the Devil's 
Part ; for the Enemies, the greateſt Enemies 
a. young Convert meets with, my dear Bre- 
thren, are thoſe of his own Houſe: They 
that will be godly, muſt ſuffer Perſecution; 
ſo it was in Chriſt's Time, and it was ſo in bye 
the Apoſtles Time too; for our Lord came 1 
not to ſend Peace, but a Sword. Our Re- 
lations would not have us fit in the Scorner's 
Chair, they would not have us be Prodigals, 
conſuming our Subſtance upon' Harlots, nei- 
ther would they have us Rakes or Libertines, 
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Othing is more frequent, than while 


it was ſpoke by an Unbeliever, therefore it 
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but they would have us be contented with an 


_ almoſt Chriſtianity, ſo as we can but keep 


our Reputation by going to Church, and 
keeping to the outward Forms of Religion, 
ſaying your Prayers, reading the Word of 
God, and taking the Sacraments : This, they 
imagine, 1s all that is neceſſary for to be 
Chriſtians indeed; and when we go one Step 
farther than this, their Mouths are open 
againſt us, as Peter's was to Chriſt: Spare 


thyſelf, do thyſelf no Harm. 


And of this Nature are the Words of the 
Text. They are not the Words of Solomon 
himſelf, but the Words of an Infidel ſpeaking 
to him, whom he introduces in ſeveral Parts 
of this Book to thoſe who ſerved God ; for 
Solomon had been ſhewing the Misfortunes 
which attended the truly Good, as in -the 
Verſe before our Text. 

Upon this the Infidel ſays, Be nat righteous 
over-much, neither be thou over-wiſe : Why 


fhouldſt thou deſiroy thyſelf ? (i. e.) Why 


ſhouldſt thou bring theſe Misfortunes upon 
thyſelf by being over ſtrict? Be not righteous 


over-mucb, eat, drink, and be merry, live 


as the World lives, and then you'll avoid 
thoſe Misfortunes which may attend on you 
by being righteous over-much. 

This Text has another Meaning ; but 
take it which Way you will, my Brethren, 


Was 
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was no Credit for the Perſon who lately 
preach'd upon this Text, to take it for grant- 
ed, that theſe were the Words of Solomon, 
without any Reaſon for ſo doing; or elſe the 
Words of an Infidel was not a proper Text to 
a Chriſtian Congregation. But as David came 
out againſt Go/zah, he came not armed as the 
Champion was, with Sword and Spear, but 
with a Sling and Stone, and then cut off his 
Head with his own Sword ; ſo I come out 
againſt theſe Letter-learned Men, in the 
Strength of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; and, my 
dear Brethren, I truſt he'll direct me to uſe 
my Sling, ſo that our Enemies may not gain- 
fay us; und by the Sword of God's Word, 
cut off the Heads of our Redeemer's Ene- 
nies. 

But, my Brethren, though theſe are not 
the Words of Solomon, yet we'll take them in 
the ſame Manner the late Writer did ; and, 
from the Words, ſhall, 


Firſt, Shew you what it is not to be 
righteous over-much, that we may not 
deſtroy ourſelves. 


Seconaly, My Votre, I ſhall let you ſee 


what it is to be righteous over-much, 
And then, 


© N birdly, 
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Thirdly, Conclude with an Exhortation to 
all of you, high or low, rich or poor, 
one with another, to come to the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt. 


Fir/t, The firſt Thing propoſed, was to ſhew 
you what it is not to be righteous over-much. 
And here, 

It is by no Means to be righteous over- 
much, to affirm we mult have the ſame Spirit 
of God as the firſt Apoſtles had, and muſt feel 
that Spirit upon ouf Hearts. 

By receiving the Spirit of God is not to 
be underſtood, that we are to be inſpired to 
{hew outward Signs and Wonders, to raiſe dead 
Bodies, to cure leprous Perſons, to give Sight 
to the Blind : Theſe Miracles, my Brethren, 
were only of uſe then, in the firſt Ages of the 
Church ; and therefore Chriſtians (nominal 
Chriſtians, for we have little elſe but the 
Name) may have all the Gifts of the Spirit, 
and yet none' of the Graces of it: Thou, O 
Man, may be enabled by Faith to remove 
Mountains ; thou, by the Power of God, may 
caſt out Devils; thou, by that Power, mayſt 
ſpeak with the Tongues of Men and Angels; 
| vea, thou mayſt, by that Power, hold up 
thy Finger and ſtop the Sun in the Firma- 
ment; and if all theſe are unſanctified by the 
Spirit of God, they would be of no Service 
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to thee, but would hurry thee to Hell with 
the greater Solemnity. Saul receiv'd the Spi- 
rit of Propheſying, had another Heart, yet 
Saul, my Brethren, was caſt away. We muſt 
receive the Spirit of God in its ſanctifying 
Graces upon our Souls, for Chriſt ſays, Un- 
leſs a Man be born again, he cannot fee the 
Kingdom of God. We are all by Nature born 
in Sin, and at as great a Diſtance from God, 
my dear Brethren, as the Devils themſelves : 
J have told you often, and now tell you a- 
gain, that you, my dear Brethren, are by Na- 
ture a mottly Mixture of the Beaſt and Devil, 
and we cannot recover ourſelves from the State 
wherein we have fallen, and therefore muſt 


be renewed by the Holy Ghoſt ; by the Holy + 


Ghoſt, I mean the third Perſon of the ever- 
bleſſed Trinity, God co-equal, co-eſſential, co- 
eternal, and conſubſtantial with the Father 
and the Son; and therefore, when we are. 
baptis'd, It is into the Nature of the Father, 
into the Nature of the Son, and into the Na- 
ture of the Holy Ghoſt ; and, therefore, my 
dear Brethren, we are not true Chriſtians till 
we are ſanctified by the Spirit of God. 

And tho' our modern Preachers do not ac- 
tually deny the Spirit of God, yet they ſay 
Chriſtians muſt not feel it; which is in Ef- 
fect, to deny it; for when Nicodemus came 
to Chriſt, and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt was in- 
ſtructing him, concerning the New Birth, 
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ſays he to our Lord, How can theſe Things 
be ? Nicodemus, tho a Maſter of Iſrael, acts 
juſt as our learned Rabbi's do now: The An- 
ſwer that Chriſt gave him ſhould ſtop the 
Mouths of our Letter-learned Phariſees, The 
Wind bloweth where it hiſteth, and we hear 
the Sound thereof, but cannot tell whence it 
cometh, nor whither it goeth. Now till the Spi- 
rit of God is felt on our Souls as the Wind 
on our Bodies, indeed, my dear Brethren, 
you have no Intereſt in him : Religion con- 
fiſts not in external Performance, it muſt be 
in the Heart, or elſe it is only a Name, which 
cannot profit us, a Name to live whilſt we 
are dead, 

The Preacher upon this Text ſeems to laugh 
at us for talking of the Spirit in a ſenſible 
Manner, and talks to us as the Jews did to 
Chriſt, when they ſaid, How can this Man 
give us his Fleſh to eat? So he asks, What 
Sign or Proof ao we give of it? We do not 
imagine, that God muſt appear to us, and 
give it us: No, but there may be, and is, a 
frequent Receiving, when not a Seeing of it; 
and it 1s as plainly felt upon the Soul as any 
Impreſſion is, or can be, upon the Body.---- 
To what a damnable Condition ſhould we 
bring poor Sinners, if they could not be ſen- 
ſible of the Spirit of God ; namely, a repro- 
bate Mind and paſt Feeling ? 


What 
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What Proof do they give ? fays the Writer : 
What Sign would they have? Do they ex- 
ect us to raiſe the Dead, to give Sight to the 
lind, to cure Lepers, to make the Lame to 
walk, and the Deaf to hear ? If theſe are what 
they expect, I ſpeak with Humility, God by 
us hath done greater Things than theſe : Ma- 
ny who were dead in Sin, are raiſed to Scrip- 
ture-Life ; thoſe who were leprous by Na- 
ture, are cleanſed by the Spirit of God ; thoſe 
who were lame in Duty, now run in God's 
Commands ; thoſe who were Deaf, their Ears 
are unſtopped to hear his Diſcipline, and heark- 
en to his Advice; and the Poor have the Goſ- 
pel preach'd to them. No wonder People talk 
at this Rate, when they can tell us, That the 
Spirit of God is a good Conſcience, conſequent 
thereupon. My dear Brethren, Seneca, Cicero, 
Plato, or any of the Heathen Philoſophers 
would have given as good a Definition as this: 
It means no more than this, reflecting that 
we have done well. This, this, my dear Bre- 
thren, is only Deiſin refin'd ; Deiſts laugh at 
us, when we pretend to be againſt their No- 
tions, and yet uſe no other Reafon for our 
differing from them, than what is agreeable 
to Deiſts Principles. 8 
This Writer, my Brethren, tells us, it is 
againſt Common-Senſe to talk of the Feeling of 


the Spirit of God: Common-Senſe, my Bre- 


thren, was never allow'd to be a Judge yet 
bo 
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it is above its Comprehenſion, neither are, nor 
can the Ways of God be known by Com- 
mon- Senſe. We ſhould never have known 
the Things of God at all by our Common- 
Senſes : No, it is the Revelation of God which 
is to be our Judge; it is that we appeal to, 
and not to our weak and ſhallow Concepti- 
ons of Things. Thus we may fee it is, my 
dear Brethren, by no Means to be righteous 
over-much, to affirm we muſt have the Spi- 
Tit of God as the Apoſtles had. Nor, 

Secondly, Is it to be righteous over-much to 
frequent religious Aſſemblies ? 

The Preacher upon this Text aims at putting 
aſide all the religious Societies that are in the 
Kingdom: Indeed he fays, you may go to 
Church as often as Opportunity ſerves, and on 
Sundays; ſay your Prayers, read the Word of 
God, and, in his Opinion, every thing elſe 
had better be let alone: And as for the Spi- 
rit of God, my Brethren, upon your Souls, 
to look upon it as uſeleſs and unneceflary. 
It this, my Brethren, is the Doctrine we have 
now preached, Chriſtianity is at a low Ebb 
indeed, but God forbid you ſhould thus learn 
Jeſus Chriſt. Do you not, my dear Brethren, 
forbear the frequenting of religious Aſſem- 
blies, for as nothing helps to build up the 
Devil's Kingdom more « the Societies of 


wicked Men, nothing would be more for pulling 
of it down, than the People of God meeting 
| | | to 


111 
to ſtrengthen each other's Hands: And as the 
Devil has ſo many Friends, will none of you 
be Friends to the bleſſed Jeſus : Yes, my dear 
Brethren, I hope many of you will be of the 
Lord's Side, and build each other up in Chri- 
ſtian Love and Fellowſhip : This is what the 
Primitive Chriſtians delighted in; and ſhall 
not we follow ſo excellent an Example : For, 
my Brethren, till Chriſtian Converſation is more 
agreeable to us, we cannot expect to ſee the Goſ- 
pel of Chriſtrun and be glorified. Thus, my dear 
Brethren, it is by no Means to be righteous over- 
much, to frequent religious Aſſemblies. Nor, 
Thirdly, Is it to be righteous over-much, to 
abſtain from the Diverſions and Entertain- 
ments of the Age. | 
We are, my Brethren, commanded to ab- 
ſtain from the Appearance of Evil, and that 
whatſoever we do, whether we eat or drink, 
we ſhall do all to the Glory of God. The 
Writer upon this Text tells us, That it will be 
accounted unlawful to ſmell to a Roſe : No, 
my dear Brethren, you may ſmell to a Pink if 
you pleaſe, but take care to avoid the Appear- 
ance of Sin, They talk of innocent Diver- 
fions and Recreations, for my Part, I know 
of no Diverſion but that of doing of Good: If 
you can find any Diverſion which is not con- 
trary to your baptiſmal Vow, of renouncing 
the Pomps and Vanities of this wicked World: 
It you can find any Diverſion which. tends to 
C 5 the 
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the Glory of God: If you c can find any Di- 
verſion, my Brethren, which you would be 
willing to be found at by the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
I give you my free Licenſe to go to them and 
welcome; but if, on the contrary, they are 
found to- keep Sinners from coming to the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, if they are a Means to 
harden the Heart, and ſuch as you would not 
willingly be found in when you come to die, 
then, my dear Brethren, keep from them : 

For, indeed, the Diverſions of the Age are 
contrary to Chriſtianity. Many of you, my 
Brethren, may think I have gone too far, but 
then I ſhall go a great deal farther yet: I 
will attack the Devil in his ſtrongeſt Holds, 
and bear my Teſtimony againſt our faſhiona- 
ble and polite Entertainments. What Satis- . 
faction can it be? What Pleaſure 1s there in 
ipending ſeveral Hours at Cards? And what 
is ſtrange, is, that People, who are grown 
old, can ſpend whole Nights in this Diver- 
40 Perhaps, many of you will cry out, 
bal Harm is there in it? My dear Bre- 
thren, whatſoever is not of Faith, or for the 
Glory of Cod, is a Sin: Now does Cards 
tend to promote this? Is it not miſpending 
your precious Time, which ſhould be work- 
ing out your Salvation with Fear and Trem- 
bling? Does Play-houſes, Horſe-Racing, Balls 
and Aſſemblies, tend to promote the Glory of 
God? Would you be willing to have out 

Sou 
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Soul demanded of you while you are at one 
of thoſe Places? Many of thele are; (I muſt 
ſpeak, I cannot forbear to ſpeak againſt theſe 
Entertainments; come what will, TIl declare 
againſt them) Many, I fay, of theſe are 
kept up by publick Authority : The Play- 
houſes are ſupported by a publick Fund, and 
our News-Papers are full of Horſe-Races all 
.through+ the Kingdom: Theſe Things are 
ſinful; indeed, my dear Brethren, they are 
exceeding ſinful, What Good can come 
from a Horlſe-Race, from abuſing God Al- 
mighty's Creatures, and putting them to that 
Uſe he never deſigned them; and the Play- 
houſes are the Nurſeries of Debauchery in 
the Age; and the Supporters, and thoſe who 
are the Patrons of it, are Encouragers and 
Promoters of all the Evil that is done there; 
they are the Bane of the Age, and will be 
the Deſtruction of the Frequenters of it. Is 
it not now high Time for the true Miniſters 
of Jeſus Chriſt, who have been Partakers of 
the heavenly Gift, to lift up their Voices 
as a 'Trumpet, and cry aloud againſt the 
Diverſions of the Age? For they are earthly, 
they are ſenſual, they are devilith; and if 
you have taſted of the Love of God, and 
have felt his Power upon your Souls; you 
would no more go to a Play than you would 
run your Head in a Furnace. 


And 
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And what occaſions theſe Places to be ſo 
much frequented is the Clergy's making no 
Scruple to be at theſe polite Entertainments : 
They frequent Play-houſes, they go to Horſe- 
Races, they go to Balls and Aſſemblies, they 
frequent Taverns, and follow all the Enter- 
tainments that the Age affords; and yet theſe 
are the Perſons who ſhould adviſe their 
Hearers to refrain from them, but inſtead 
thereof they encougrae them by their Exam- 

le: For as Perſons are apt to rely upon, and 
believe their Paſtors rather than the Scriptures, 
they think that there is no Crime in going 
to Plays or Horſe-Races, to Balls and Aſſem- 
blies; for if there were, they think thoſe 
Perſons, who ars then Viniſters, would not 
frequent them: ut my dear Brethren, they 
always go diſguiict, tor the Miniſters are 
afraid of being icen in their Gowns and 
Caſſocks; the Reaſon thereof is plain, their 
Conſciences informs them, that it is not an 
Example fit for the Miniſters of the Goſpel to 
ſet; Thus they are the Means of giving that 
Offence to the People of God, which I would 
not for ten thouſand Worlds: They are laying 
a ſtumbling Block in the Way of their weak 
Brethren, which they will not remove, tho' 
it is a ſtumbling Block of Offence. Woe 
unto the World becauſe of Offences, but woe 
unto that Man by whom the Offence cometh. 


The polite Gentlemen of the Age ſpend their 
Time 
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Time in following theſe Diverſions, becauſe 
the Love of God is not in their Hearts; they 
are void of Chriſt, and deſtitute of the Spirit 
of God; and not being acquainted with the 
Delight there is in God and his Ways, they 
therefore, being Strangers to theſe Things, run 
to the Devil for Diverſion, and are pleas d and 

delighted with the filly ones he ſhews them. 
My dear Brethren, I ſpeak of theſe Things, 
theſe innocent Diverſions, as the polite Part of 
the World calls them by Experience; for, per- 
haps there has none, for my Age, read or ſeen 
more Plays than I have: I took delight in, and 
was pleaſed with them: Tis true, I went to 
Church frequently, receiv'd the Sacrament, 
and was diligent in the Uſe of the Forms of 
Religion, but I was all this while ignorant of 
the Power of God upon my Heart, was un- 
acquainted with the Work of Grace; but 
when God was pleaſed to ſhine with Power 
upon my Soul, I could no longer be content- 
ed to feed with Huſks, what the Swine did 
eat: It was the Bible that was my Food; 
there, and there only, it was I took Delight: 
And 'till you feel this fame Power, you will 
not abſtain from the earthly Delights of this 
Age, you will take no Comfort in God's Ways, 
nor receive any from him ; for you are void 
of the Love of God, you have only the Form 
of Godlineſs, when my Brethren, you, axe de- 
nying the Power of it; you are nominal Chriſ- 
tlans, 
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tians, when you have not the Power of Chriſ- 
tianity. 

The polite Gentlemen ſay, Are we to be 
always upon our Knees? Would you have us 
be always at Prayer, and reading or hearing 
the Word of God? 

My dear Brethren, theſe faſhionable ones, 
who take Delight in Hunting, are not tired 
of being continually. on Horſeback after their 
Hounds ; and when once you are renewed by 
the Spirit of God, it will be a continual 
Pleaſure to be walking with, and talking of 
God, and telling what great Things Jeſus 
Chriſt hath done for your Souls; and till 
you can find as much Pleaſure in converſing 
with God as theſe Men do of their Hounds, 

ou have no Share in him ; but when you 
have taſted how good the Lord is, you will 
ſhew forth his Praiſe, out of the abundance 
of your Heart, your Mouth will ſpeak. 

This brings me to the ſecond Thing pro- 
pos'd, which is an Extream that very ſeldom 
happens; and that is, 

Secondly, To ſhew what it is to be righte- 
ous over- much, and here | 

Firſt, When we confine the Spirit of God to 
this or that particular Church, and are not 
willing only to converſe with thoſe of the ſame 
Communion ; this is to be righteous over- 
much with a Witneſs, and ſo it is to con- 
fine our Communica within Church-Walls, 

and 
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and to think that Jeſus could not be in a 
Field, as well as on conſecrated-Ground ; this 
is Tudaiſm, this is Bigottry, this is like Pe- 
ter who would not go to preach the Goſ- 
pel to the Gentiles, till he had a Viſion ſent 
from God: And when his Conduct was 
blam'd by the Diſciples, he could not ſatisfy 
'em till he had acquainted them with the 
Viſion he had ſeen. And, therefore, we may 
juſtly infer, the Spirit of God is the Centre of 
Unity, and wherever I ſee the Image of my 
Maſter, I never enquire of them their Opi- 
nions, I ask them not what they are ſo, they 
love Jeſus Chriſt in Sincerity and Truth ; but 
embrace them as my Brother, my Siſter, and 
my Spouſe; and this is the Spirit of Chriſ- 
tianity : Many Perſons, my Brethren, who 
are Bigots to this or that Opinion, when 
one of a different Way of thinking hath come 
were they were, have left the Room, or 
Place on the Account: This is the Spirit of 
the Devil, and if it was poſhble that theſe 
Perſons could be admitted into Heaven with 
theſe Tempers, that very Place would be Hell 
to them ; and Chriſtianity will never flouriſh 
till we are all of one Heart and of one Mind : 
This would be the only Means of ſeeing the 
Goſpel of Jeſus flouriſh more than ever it will 
do, by perſecuting thoſe who differ from us: 
This may be eſteemed as Enthuſiaſm and 
Madneſs, and as a Deſign to ae 

the 
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the eſtabliſhed Church: No, God, is my 
Judge, I ſhould rejoice to ſee all the World 
adhere to her Articles, I ſhould rejoyce to ſee 
the Teachers, the Miniſters of the Church of 
England, preach up thoſe very Articles they 
have ſubſcribed to; and thoſe Miniſters who 
do preach up theſe very Articles are eſteem- 
ed as Madmen, Enthuſiaſts, Shiſmaticks, and 
Underminers of the eſtabliſh'd Church: And 
tho' they ſay theſe Things of me, bleſſed be 
God, they are without Foundation ; for, my 
dear Brethren, I am a Friend to her Articles, I 
am a Friend to her Homilies, I am a Friend 
to her Liturgy ; and, if they did not thruſt 
me out of their Churches, I would read them 
every Day, but I do not confine the Spirit 
of God there, for I ſay it again, I love all that 
love the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and eſteem him 
my Brother, my Friend, my Spouſe ; ay, my 
very Soul is knit to that Perſon. The Spirit 
of Perſecution will never, indeed it will ne- 
ver make any love Jeſus Chriſt. The Pha- 
riſces make this Madneſs ſo much as to men- 
tion Perſecution in a Chriſtian Country, but 
there is as much the Spirit of Perſecution now 
in the World as ever there was; their Will 
is as great, but bleſſed be God, they want the 
Power; otherwiſe, my Brethren, how ſoon 
would they ſend: me to Priſon, make my Feet 
faſt in the Stocks ; yea, would think they 
did God Service in killing me, and would re- 
| Joyce 
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Joyce to take away my Life : This is not the 
Spirit of Chriſt, my dear Brethren, I had not 
come to have thus preach'd, I had not come 
into the Highways and Hedges, I had not 
expos'd myſelf to the ill Treatment of theſe 
Letter-learned Men, but for the Sake of your 
Souls, indeed I had no other Reaſon, but 
your Salvation; and for that I would, (I ſpeak 
the Truth in Chriſt, I lie not) I would, my 
dear Brethren, be content to go to Priſon; 
yea, I would rejoyce to die for you, ſo 1 
could but be a Means to bring ſome of you 
to Jeſus : I could not bear to fee ſo many in 
the Highway to Deſtruction, and not ſhew 
them their Danger: I could not bear, my 
Brethren, to ſee you willinger to learn than 
the Teachers are to inſtruct you: And if 
any of them were to come and preach to 
you, I ſhould not envy them, I ſhould not 
call them Enthuſiaſts or Madmen, I ſhould 
rejoyce to hear they had ten Thouſand Times 
more Succeſs than IJ have met with; I would 
give them the Right-Hand of Fellow-ſhip, 
I would adviſe them to go on, I would with 
them good Luck in the Name of the Lord, 
and fay, as Chriſt did when the Diſciples 
inform'd him of ſome caſting out Devils in 
his Name, and were for rebuking of them: 
Forbid them not, ſays our Lord; for they that 
are not againſt us are for us ; or, as St. Paul 


ſays, Some preach Chriſt of Envy, and " 
of 
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of Goodwill, and ſo Chriſt is but preached 
up I reoyce ; yea, and I will rejoice. The 
Goſpel of Jeſus is a Goſpel of Peace. Thus 
you may ſee, that to be righteous over- much 
1s to perſecute Perſons for diftering from us 


in Religion. Now, 


They, Perſons are righteous over-much, 
my Brethren, when they ſpend ſo much Time 
in religious Aſſemblies as to neglect their Fa- 
milies, there is no Licence given by the bleſs- 
ed Jeſus, for Idleneſs, for in the very Infancy 
of the Word, Idlencſs was not allowed of, 
for in Paradiſe, Adam and Eve dreſsd the 
Garden, and Cain was a Tiller of the Ground, 
as well as Abel was a Keeper of Sheep, and 
there is a Proverb amongſt the Ferws, That he 
that brings his Son up without Buſineſs, 
brings him up to be a Thief; and therefore 
our Saviour was a Carpenter, is not this the 
Carpenter's Son ſay the Jews, and St. Paul, 
tho' brought up at the Feet of Gamaliel, was 
a Tent-maker ; Labour, my Brethren, is im- 
pos'd upon all Mankind as part of the Di- 
vine Curſe, and you are call'd to be uſeful 
in the Society to which you may belong, take 
Care firſt for the Kingdom of God, and all 
things neceſſary ſhall be added. To labour for 
the Meat that periſheth is your Duty, only 
take Care, that you do not neglect getting the 
Meat for the Souls; for that is of the great- 


_ eſt Conſequence, for this plain Reaſon the 


Things 


1 
Things of this Life are temporal, but that of the 
next is eternal. I would, my Brethren, have 
rich Men to work as well as poor, it is our 
owing to their Idleneſs, that the Devil hurries 
them to his Diverſions; they can be in 


their Beds all the Morning, and ſpend the Af- 


ternoon and Evening in Dreſſing, Viſiting, 
in Balls, Plays, or Aſſemblies, when they 
ſhould be working out their Salvation with 
Fear and Trembling. This, my dear Bre- 


'thren, ſuch a Life as this, occaſions a ſpiritu- 


al Numbneſs in the Soul ; and if Jeſus Chriſt 
was not to ſtop thoſe who thus ſpend their 
Time, they would be hurried into Eternity, 
without once thinking of their immortal 
Souls; but Jeſus Chriſt has Compaſſion upon 
them, and while they are in their Blood he 
bids them live; and tho' you are to come to 
Jeſus Chriſt, and believe on him; tho' I 
preach this Doctrine to you, yet I do not 
bid you be idle; no, they that do not work 
ſhould not cat. You have two Callings, a 
general one and a ſpecial one: As we are to 
regard the one in reſpect of our Bodies, ſo 
we are to regard the other on account of our 
Souls. Take Heed, my Brethren, I beſcech 
you; Take Heed, leſt you labour ſo for the 
Meat that periſheth, as to forget that cternal 
Meat which endureth for ever. Seck the 


Things of God firſt, look well to obtain Oil 


* in your Lamps, Grace in your Hearts; I am 


1 not, 
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not, my dear Brethren, perſuading you to 
take no Care about the Things of the World, 
but not to be incumber'd with them ſo as to 
negle& your Duty towards God, and a Con- 


cern for your Souls. It is meet, it 1s right, it * 
is your abundant Duty, to mind the Callings* 


wherein God hath placed you, and you may 
be ſaid to be righteous over-much not to re- 
gard them. This brings me, 


Thirdly, To give you another Sign of being 


righteous over-much ; and that is, when we 
faſt and uſe corporal Auſterities ſo as to unfit 
us for the Service of God. 

This, my Brethren, you may think there 
is no Occaſion at all to caution you againſt, 
and indeed there is not a great Neceſſity for 
it, but as many Perſons, upon their firſt being 
awaken'd into a Senſe of their Sin, the De- 
vil is permitted to tempt them to uſe their 
Auſterities to that Exceſs which is ſinful. It 
is our Duty to faſt, it is our Duty to faſt 
often, and it is what we are directed to by 
Jeſus Chriſt himſelf; but then we are to take 
care to do it in a proper Manner: It is to 
bring our Bodies under for the Service of God, 
which we are commanded to by our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, 

The Preacher, upon this Text here, runs in- 
to great Extreams, and charges us with ſaying 
and acting thoſe Things of which we never 
thought, but I do not regard what he faid 

of 
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of me, I do not mind his bitter Invectives 
againſt my Miniſtry, I do not mind his de- 
ſpiſing my Youth, and calling me Novice 
and Enthuſiaſt ; I forgive him from my very 
Heart: But when he reflects on my Maſter, 
when he ſpeaks againſt my Redeemer, when 
Jeſus Chriſt is ſpoken againſt, I muſt ſpeak, 
(I muſt ſpeak indeed, I muſt or I ſhould 
burſt :) When he gives Liberty to Perſons to 
take a chearful Glaſs, and alledges Chriſt as 
an Example, as in the Marriage-Feaſt, he 
fays, Chriſt turned Water into Wine, when it 
is plain there had been more drank than was ne- 
ceſſary before. What is this, but to charge Chriſt 
with encouraging Drunkenneſs; 'tis true, the 
Governor ſays, Every Man in the Beginning 


ſets forth good Wine, and when Men have 


well drank, that which 1s worſe, but thou haſt 
kept the good Wine until now: It does not at 
all follow, that it was not neceſſary, or that 
there had been a ſufficient Quantity before: 
I would not ſpeak thus ſlightingly of one of 
my Maſters Miracles for the whole World. 
And we may obſerve, that as Chriſt chiefly 
viſited poor People, they might not have 
wherewithal to buy a ſufficient Quantity of 
Wine; and having more Gueſts than they ex- 
pected, the Wine was expended ſooner than 
they thought ; then the Mother of Jeſus 
tells him, They have no Wine; he anſwers, 
Woman, what bave 1 to do with thee? My 

D 2 Hour 
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Hour is not yet come. After this he com- 
manded them to fill the Water-pots with 
Water, and they fill'd them to the Brim, and 
this Water he turned into Wine: Now it does 
not at all follow, I ſav, that there was more 
drank than was neceſſary, neither would the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt have continued if there 
were. But we have an excellent Leſſon to 
learn from this Miracle : By the Water-pots 
being empty, we may underſtand, the Heart 
of Man bcing deſtitute of his Grace, by his 
{peaking and commanding them to fill them, 
ſhews, that when Chriſt ſpeaks, the Heart 
that was empty of Grace before, ſhall be fill- 
ed; and upon the Water-pots being filled to 
the Brim, ſhews, that Chriſt will fill Be- 
lievers Hearts brim full of the Holy Ghoſt: 
And by the Governor's obſerving, that the 
laſt Wine was the beſt, is a Proof that a 
Believer's beſt Comforts ſhall be the laſt 
and greateſt, for they ſhall come with the 
greateſt Power upon the Soul, and conti- 
nue longeſt there: This, this, my dear Bre- 
thren, is the Leſſon we may learn from this 
Miracle. 

But one great Inconſiſtency I cannot avoid 
taking Notice of in this late learned Preacher 
upon this Text: In the Beginning of his Ser- 
mon he charges us with laying heavy Bur- 
thens upon People, which they are not able 
to bear; in the latter Part he charges us with 


being 


* 
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being Antinonians, whoſe chief Tenets were, 
So you ſay you believe in the Lord Feſus Chriſt, 
you may live the Life of Devils: Now, my 
dear Brethren, he charges us with being too 
ſtrict, and by and-by with being too looſe : 
Which Side, my Brethren, will you take? 
Thus you ſee when Perſons forſake Chriſt, 
they make ſtrange Miſtakes, for there can be 
no greater Oppoſition than this Letter-learn- 
ed Writer has made; they are as oppoſite as 
Light and Darkneſs, Good and Evil, Sweet 
and Bitter: And, on this Account, to find 
out theſe Letter-learned Gentlemens Notions 
of the New-Birth, I put a Paragraph in my 
Journal, and, bleſſed be God, I have obtain- 
ed my Deſires, and have. plainly perceived, 
that theſe Perſons, thoſe, I mean, who have 
lately wrote concerning the New-Birth, nov 
no more of it than a blind Man does of 
Colours, nor can they have any more Noti- 
on of it (by all their Learning, falſely ſo 
called) than the blind Man, who was to give 
an Account what the Sun was, and, after a 
conſiderable Time, allow'd for Study, he faid, 
Tas like the Sound of a Trumpet. And 
theſe Letter-lcarned Men, till they are taught 
of God, will be unacquainted with the New- 
Birth; and, therefore, if you have a Mind 
to know what the Devil has to ſay againſt 
us, read Dr. Trapp's Sermons. 

It 
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It is with Grief I ſpeak theſe Things, and 
were not the Welfare of your Souls, and my 
Redeemer's Honour at Stake, I would not 
now open my Mouth, and I would willingly 
die, (God is my Judge) for the Perſon who 
wrote ſuch bitter Things againſt me, fo it 
would be a Means of faving his Soul ; and 
if he had only ſpoke againſt me, I would not 
have anſwer'd him, but on his making my 
Redeemer a Pattern of Vice; if, my dear 
Brethren, I was not to ſpeak the very Stones 
would cry out; and, therefore, the Honour 
of my Redeemer, and Love to you, con- 
ſtrains me to ſpeak: It is of Neceſſity that 
I ſpeak, for when the Divinity of Jeſus 
Chriſt is ſpoke againſt, it 1s the Duty of 
Miniſters to cry aloud, to ſpare not; and I 
canrff: forbear : Come what will, my Bre- 
thren, I will ſpeak; for I know not what 
kind of Divinity we have now among us, 
that we muſt have a Rightcouſneſs of our 
own, and do our beſt Endeavours and Chriſt 
will make up the Dehciency ; that is, you 
muſt be your own Saviour, in part. This is 
not the Doctrine of the Goſpel, this is not 
the Doctrine of Jeſus: No, it is the Doctrine 
of the Devil. Chriſt is all in all, Jeſus 
Chriſt muſt be your whole Wiſdom, Jeſus 
Chriſt muſt be your whole Righteoulneſs, 
Jeſus Chriſt muſt be your whole Sanctifica- 


tion, or Jeſus Chriſt will never be your eter- 


nal 
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nal Redemption, Sanctification, and inward 
Holineſs, is looked on as the Effect of En- 
thuſiaſm and Madneſs; and the Preacher of 
the Neceſſity of the New-Birth, eſteem'd as 
Perſons fit for Bed/am : Our polite and faſhio- 
nable Doctrine, is, That there is a Fitneſs in 
Man, and that God, ſeeing you a good Crea- 
ture, beſlows upon you his Grace. God forbid, 
my dear Brethren, you ſhould thus learn Jeſus 
Chriſt. 

This is not the Doctrine I preach to you: 
No, my Brethren; no, I fay Salvation is 
the free Gift of God: It is God's free Grace 
J preach up unto you; it is not of Works, leſt 
any one ſhould boaſt, Jeſus Chriſt juſtifies 
the Ungodly ; Jelus Chritt paſſed by, and 
faw you polluted with your Blood, and bid 
you live. It is not of Works, it is of Faith, 
we are not juſtified for our Faith, for Faith 
is the Inſtrument, but by your Faith the 
active as well as the paſſive Obedience to 
Chriſt muſt be apply'd to you. Jeſus Chriſt 
hath fulfilled the Law, he hath made it ho- 
nourable : Jeſus Chriſt hath made Satisfaction 
to his Father's Juſtice, full Satisfaction; and 
it is as compleat as it 1s full, and God will 
not demand it again, Jelus Chriſt is the 
Way, Jelus Chriſt is the Truth, and Jeſus 
Chriſt is the Life: The Righteouſneis of 
Jeſus Chriſt, my Brethren, muſt be imputed 
to you, or you can never have any Intereſt 

in 
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in the Blood of Jeſus; your own Works are 
but as filthy Rags, for you are juſtified before 
God, without any reſpect to your Works paſt, 
preſent or to come. This Doctrine is deny'd 
by the learned Rabbi's, but if they deny theſe 
Truths of the Goſpel, they muſt not be of- 
tended, tho a Child dare ſpeak to a Doctor; 
and, in Vindication of the Cauſe of Jeſus 
Chriſt, a Child, a Boy can ſpeak in the Spi- 
rit of God, to the learned Clergy of this 
Age. 

And if I had a Voice ſo great, and could 
ſpeak fo loud, that the whole World could 
tear me, I would cry, Be not righteous over- 
much, by bringing your Rightcouſneſs to 
Chriſt, by being righteous in your own Eyes. 
Man muſt be abaſed, my Brethren, that God 
may be exalted. 

The imputed Rightcouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt 
is comfortable Doctrine to all real Chriſtians ; 
and you who are Sinners, who ſhould ak 
what you muſt do to be ſaved? How un- 
. comfortable would it be to tell you by good 
Works, when, perhaps, you have never done 
one good Work in all your Lite : This would 
be driving you to Deſpair, indeed : No, believe 
in the Lord Jeſus Chriſtand you ſhall be laved, 
therefore none of you need go deſpairing 
away. Come to the Lord Jeſus by Faith, 
and he ſhall receive you. You have no Righte- 
ouſneſs of your own to depend on, It yon 

are 
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are ſaved, it is by the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, 
his Attonement, his making a Sacrifice for 
Sin; his Righteouſneſs muſt be imputed to 
you, otherwiſe you cannot be ſaved. There 
is no Difference between you, by Nature, and 
the greateſt Malefactor that ever was executed 
at Tyburn: The Difference made, is by the 
free Grace of God: Tis all owing to the free, 
the rich, the undeſerved Grace of God, that 
has made the Difference. Tis true, talking 
at this Rate will offend the Phariſees, who 
do not like this levelling Doctrine, (as they 
call it) but if ever you are brought to Jeſus 
Chriſt. by Faith, you will experience the 
Truth of it. Come*by Faith to Jeſus Chriſt, 
don't come Phariſee-like, telling God what 
you have done, how often you have gone to 
Church, how often you have received the Sa- 
crament, faſted, pray'd, or the like: No, 
come to Chriſt as poor, loſt, undone, damn'd 
Sinners; come to him in this Manner, and 
he will accept of you : Don't be rich in Spi- 
rit, proud and exalted, for there is no Bleſſing 
attends them ; but be ye poor in Spirit, for 
theirs is the Kingdom of God, they ſhall be 
made Members of his myſtical Body here, 
and ſhall be fo of the Church triumphant 
hereafter : Acknowledge yourſelves as nothing 
at all, and when you have done all, ſay, You 
are unprofitable Servants. There is no Salva- 
tion but by Jeſus Chriſt, there is no other 
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Name given under Heaven amongſt Men, 
whereby we may he ſaved, but that of the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. God our Chriſt is a con- 
ſuming Fire, therefore ſtrive for an Intereſt 
in his Son the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; take him 
on the Terms offered you in the Goſpel : Ace- 
cept of him in God's own Way, lay hold on 
him by Faith, 

Don't think you are Chriſtians, don't flat- 
ter yourſelves. with being righteous enough 
and good enough, becauſe you lead moral, 
decent Lives: Do no one any Harm, going 
to Church and attending upon the outward 
Means of Grace: No, my Brethren, you 
may do this and a great deal more, and yet 
be very far from having a faving, experi- 
mental Knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt. 

Beg of Chriſt to ſtrike home upon your 
Hearts, that you may feel the Power of 
Religion : Indeed, you muſt feel the Power 
of God here, or the Wrath of God hereaf- 
ter: Theſe are Truths of the utmoſt Conſe- 
quence ; therefore, do not go contradicting, 
do not go blaſpheming away: Bleſſed be God, 
you ate not ſuch Cowards to run away for a 
little Rain. I hope good Things of you, I 
hope you have felt the Power of God, and if 
God ſhould bring any of you to himſelf 
thro' this Fooliſhneſs of Preaching, you will 
have'no Reaſon to complain it was done 


by a Youth, by a Child: No, if I could be 
made 
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made an Inſtrument to bring you to God, 
they may call me Novice, Enthuſiaſt, or 
what they pleaſe, I thould rejoice ; yea, and 
I would rejoice. 

Oh! that ſome Sinner might be brought 
to Jeſus Chriſt : Don't ſay I preach Deſpair : 
I deſpair of no one, when I conſider God had 
Mercy on ſuch a Wretch as I; I was run- 
ning in a full Career to Hell, I was haſtin 
thither, but Jeſus Chriſt paſſed by and ſtopp'd 
me; Jeſus Chriſt paſſed by me while I was 
in my Blood, when I was polluted with 
Filth; he paſſed by me, my Brethren, and 
bid me live. Thus I am a Monument of 
God's free Grace; and, therefore, my Bre- 
thren, I deſpair of none of you, when I con- 
ſider, I ſay, what a Wretch I was. I am 
not ſpeaking now out of a falle Humility, a 
4 Sanctity, as the Phariſees call it: 

o, the Truth in Chriſt J ſpeak, and, there- 
fore, Men and Devils do your worſt; I have 
a gracious Maſter will protect me; it is his 
Work I am engaged in, and Jeſus Chriſt 
will carry me above their Rage. 

Thoſe whoare come here this Night out of 
Curioſity to hear what the Babbler ſays, thoſe 
who come to ſpend an idle Hour to find 
ſomething for an Evening-Converſation at a 
Coffee-Houſe ; or if you have ſtopp'd in your 
Coaches as you paſs'd by, remember you have 


had Jeſus Chriſt offer'd you; J offer Jeſus 
E 2 Chriſt 
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Chriſt to every one of you; perhaps, you 
may not regard it becauſe it is in a Field. 
Jeſus Chriſt is wherever his People meet in 
Sincerity and Truth to worſhip him : He 1s 
not confin'd to Church-Walls: He has met 
us here; many, very many of you know he 
has; and, therefore, you may believe on him 
with greater Confidence, 

Can you bear to think of a bleeding, pant- 
ing, dying Jeſus, offering up for Sinners, and 
you will not accept of him? Don't fay you 
are poor, and, therefore, are aſhamed to go 
to Church, for God has ſent the Goſpel out 
unto you. Do not harden your Hearts, op- 
poſe not the Will of Jeſus. 

Oh! that I could ſpeak to your Hearts, that 
my Words would centre there. My Heart 1s 
full of Love to you. I could ſpeak till I could 
ſpeak no more, ſo I could but bring you to 
Chriſt. I may never meet you all, perhaps, 
any more. The Cloud of God's Providence 
ſeems to be moving. God calls me by his 
Providence away from you, for a While. God 
knows whether we ſhall ever ſee each other 
in the Fleſh. At the Day of Judgment we 
ſhall all meet again. I earneſty defire your 
Prayers. Pray that I may not begin, Tehu 
like, in the Spirit, but that I may continue in 
it. Pray that I may not fall away, that I 
may not decline ſuffering for you, it I ſhould 
be call'd to it. Be earneſt, Oh! be earneſt 

with 
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with God in my Behalf, that while I am 
preaching to others I may not be caſt away. 
Put up your Prayers for me I beſeech you. 
Go not to the Throne of Grace without 
carrying me upon your Heart, for you know 
not what Influence your Prayers may have. 
As for you, my dear Brethren, God knows 
my Heart, I continually bear you on my 
Mind when 1 go in and out before the Lord, 
and it is my earneſt Deſire you may not pe- 
riſh for lack of Knowledge, but that he'd 
{end out more Miniſters to water what his 
own Right-hand hath planted May the 
Antient of Days come forth upon his white 
Horſe, and that all Oppoſition may fall to 
the Ground. As we have begun to bruiſe 
the Serpent's Head, we muſt expect he will 
bruiſe our Heel. The Devil will not let his 
Kingdom fall without raging. horribly : He 
will not ſuffer the Miniſters of Chriſt to go 
on without bringing his Power to ſtop them. 
But fear not, my dear Brethren, David, tho' 
a Stripling, encounter'd the great Goliab; and 
if we pray, God will give us Strength againſt 
all our ſpiritual Enemies. Shew your Faith 
by your Works. Give the World the Lye. 
Preſs forward. Don't ſtop, don't linger in 
your Journey, but ſtrive for the Mark ſet 
before you. Fight the good Fight of Faith, 
and God will give you ſpiritual Mercies. I 
hope we ſhall all meet at the Right-hand of 
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God. Strive, ſtrive to enter at the ſtrait 
Gate, that we may be borne to Abraham's 
Boſom, where Sin and Sorrow ſhall ceaſe : 
No Scoffer will be there, but we ſhall ſee 
Jeſus, who died for us; and not only ſce him, 
but live with him for ever. 


Which J of his infinite Mercy, &c. 


